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Hello, everyone, and welcome to my graduation
ceremony. Thank goodness it s shorter than the actual
ceremony, since | still haven’ t learned all the words to
the school song yet (and neither have most of youl).

| want to start by thanking you all for making the past
3 years some of the best of my life. When | arrived in
Suzu, | could barely read the hiragana, introduce myself,
and ask where the toilet is. | couldn’ t even read
anything at the grocery store. It wasn’ t easy. moving to
another country never is. But | stayed, because it quickly
became obvious that lida is a special place. We' ve had
a lot of fun in class together, and sometimes you also
learned English.

For the seniors, I’ m proud of where you’ ve come

and where you' re going. For the second years, keep
working towards your goal, | know you can do it.
For the first year students, although our time together has been short, it’ s been great to
get to know you over the past few months, and " m sure you’ 1 do great things during the
rest of your time here.

| want to leave you with some advice. If you don’ t remember anything about this speech
except this, that' s ok - nothing worth doing is easy. That’ s just as true of learning English
as playing baseball. Part of that is remembering that making mistakes is OK - you' re here to
learn, and learning means not being perfect at first.

But most importantly, enjoy your time here at lida, because we all graduate eventually.
(NYa1—=YYIRF-HEICHEBZRL. AE—FZERXVYVTEH)
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