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Do you think the sea in Suzu City is beautiful? Many people would say, yes. However, the
reality is that the sea is full of marine trash. This is a serious problem for us.

The students of Misaki Junior High School are dedicated to solving this problem.

We began by investigating marine trash in Suzu City. We found that much of the trash comes
from overseas. We realized that pollution is not just a problem for Japan, but a global issue. Many
people visit Misaki beach to surf and camp, but some may have felt disappointed when they saw the
trash there. We thought, “how could we transform their disappointment into appreciation?

We thought about how to solve this situation, but it was not easy. We realized that this was a
larger problem and required collaboration from many people. So, we began to tell people about this
situation. We did this by creating art with marine trash. We displayed this art at our school festival
last year. Many people thought it was a creative way to share the issue.

In April, we promoted our activities during a school trip to Tokyo. People saw our art and
showed interest in what we were doing. It was heartwarming to see their smiling faces.

Recently, we organized an event to further promote our project. For the event, we created
marine art trash, but this time with students from Hyogo Prefecture. For our mission to succeed it’s
important to connect with other students in Japan. At first, as we picked trash from Misaki beach,
there wasn’t much communication. However, as we made our art, we naturally became close and
shared many smiles. Finally, we completed our artwork, and it looked as happy as we all were.

Additionally, the Misaki students will showcase our marine art at the annual SDGs
presentation. I want everyone to know about our efforts to solve this problem.

Our marine-trash art event, themed ““ Recovery x Environment: Hand in Hand for a Smiling
Earth.” A turtle and an octopus are the central subjects of the artwork. The octopus with
rainbow-colored arms symbolizes our hope to connect with many people and create a brighter
future together. The turtle, often seen as a guardian of the ocean, represents our desire to reduce
marine pollution and keep our oceans clean.

Overall, I’'m surprised how far our small project has come. I thought this would only be a local
effort to clean Misaki beaches. But it has grown far more than we ever thought. I understand now
that making connections is key when solving problems.

Let’s act together now for a brighter future and more smiles!
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